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To the Right Worlhipful the l 

Mayor ^ and Chamber 

,_ OF THE 

CITY and COUNTY 

EX N, 

GENTLEMEN, 

AS you have made it your una- 
nimous Requefi that the fol- 
lowing Sermon fhould be Printed^ 
becaufe you are fully fatisfied that 
it will be of great and general Be- 
nefit to the Public ; I think it my 
Duty to fubmit : And for that 
Reafon, were there no other, I 
ought to look upon your Requefi 
as improved into a Command. 

However unequal fuch an imper- 

feEi Difcourfe may be to anfwer 

your Expe&ations -^ yet if it contri- 

A 2 bute 



DEDICATIOir. 

bute in any Meafure to (6 good ^ 
Purpofe ; if it promote the Benefit 
of the Community y. the City^ or 
Private Perfbns, at this Important 
yu?0ure ;— you have an undoubt- 
ed Title to a full Share of that mu- 
tual SatisfaSiion which will accrue 
to you> and to my felf. 

I have an additional Reafon for 
this Addrefsy becaufe it affords me 
an Opportunity of teftifying my 
RefpeSis; and acknowledging the 
conftant Courfe of Civilities, which 
I have received from you. 

I am. 

Gentlemen, 
Your moji Obliged 
and Obedient Servant, 

G. EXON. 




Psalm xlvi. 8. 

Come-t behold the Works of the 
Lord, what Defolations he hath 
made in the Earth. 




ROM the Contents of this 
Pfalm we may rationally judge, 
that it was compofed on the 
double Account of fome terrible Earth- 
quake, and fome confuming War. Un- 
der which Calamities the Nation could 
have no Security, no Hope, but from the 
Divine Protedtion. And their Truft in 
that was All-fufficient. 



God is our Refuge and Strength, a very 
prefent Help in Trouble. 'Therefore will 
we not fear, though the Earth be removed, 
and though the Mountains be carried into 
the Heart of the Sea : though the Waters 
thereof roar, and the Mountains Jhake with 

the 
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the Swelling thereof. For however the 
boifterous Element may rage, to what- 
ever Degree of Noife and Turbulency It 
may rife j there is a River, (of a more 
pure and gentle Nature) the Streams 
•whereof ftjall make glad the City of God, 
the Holy Place of the Tabernacle of the 
mofi High. This was literally the Cafe of 
the Old ferufalem -, where the Waters of 
Siloam, which go foftly (Ifai. viii. 6.) re- 
frefhed the City and Sandluary ; and flow- 
ing from the Root of Mount Sion aflforded 
the Confolation of God's being well known 
there as a fure Refuge. Accordingly in 
the New ferufalem, whereof the former 
was an Emblem, when the Myjlery of God 
isfniJJ.vd, The Angel (faith St. John, Rev. 
xxii. I.) Jh^wed me a pure River of the 
Water oj Life, clear as Cryftal, proceeding 
out of the TljTone of God and of the Lamb- 
The Pfalmiji goes on, God is in the Midji 
of her ; fejhall not be moved. Indeed the 
Heathen raged, and the Kingdoms were 
moved : Idolatrous Nations made the Houfe 
of David the Objedl of their Fury. But 
God uttered his Voice, and the Earth mel- 
ted. 
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ted. The Earthquake was fufficient to 
have checked the Rage of their Enemies 
Ernies ; and yet neither of them to be 
feared j for, he addeth, The Lord of Hojis 
is with uSy the God of ]&coh is our Refuge, 

Then fummoning the People together, 
he bids them take a View of the Ravages 
which Heaven had inflidled on the World, 
and confider what Ufes were to be made 
of fuch terrible Calamities. Comey behold 
the Works of the Lord, what Defolations 
he hath made in the Earth. 

This may ferve as a proper IntroduSiion 
to our ferious Obfervance of the folemn 
Humiliation of this Day j — fet apart by 
Authority (in Conformity with God and 
Nature) " for imploring a Bleffing on His 
" Majefty's Fleets and Armies, in this im- 
" portant Situation of Public Affairs; — 
" as alfo for the. Humbling of our felves 
" before God, in a deep Senfe of his late 
" Vifitation, ty a moft dreadful and ex- 
" tenfive Earthquake." 

^ 'Tis 
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'Tis Matter of melancholy Confidera* 
tion, and Proof of our Indifcretion aivl 
Injuftice, that the Common and 'Regular 
Difpenfation of Providence, in the Prefcr- 
vation of the World and its Inhabitants, 
fhould not fuffice for keeping alive in our 
Minds a conftant Scnfe of its Maker and 
Preferver, a due Acknowledgment of his 
Power and Goodnefs ; and that fome ««- 
common Event alone. Nature as it were 
difordered' and out of Courfe, ftiould draw 
our Eyes and Attention upwards. But fo 
it is ; the regular Influences of the Hea- 
vens, and Produd:ions of the Earth (which 
ought to be regarded as a continual Mira- 
cle) have but too flight an Efftid: upon our 
dull and grofs Apprehenfions. How care- 
lefly do we rife, and eat, and lie down ? 
How unattentive are we to this fedate and 
perpetual Harmony, this continual Revo- 
lution of Bliefllngs ?- As if it were only a 
Thing of Courfe, and we are tired with 
the Continuance and Care of Common Pro- 
'jidence. Nature muft be in a Tumult, and 
Storm ; fomething -extraordinary, and un- 
commonly loud, mufl: awake us, in order 

to 



[ 9 1 

to create a reverential Awe towards the 
Supreme Beings and ilir up our religious 
Sentiments and EiJeffionar 

, Naj, the Bleffinga of Affluence and 
Peace do not jnercly fteal away our Rc-e 
gard, but are apt fatally to corrupt our 
Morals^ to infed; us with Pride, Luxury, 
Intcmpisrance, immoderate Love of Plea-*, 
furc, Profanenefs, and Contempt, of God'a 
Word and Commandments. So that nOr 
thing but fome furprifing Interpofition 
of Heaven, fome violent and formidable 
Stroke, will be of E^orce enough to humble 
and reform us. We muft be difiurh'd into 
devotion ; and Cqnfujion alone can bring 
us into Order. 

*Tis manifcft, and out of Queftion, that 
ibmething has long been warlted for fix- 
ing the Heart of Man in a ferious and de- 
vout Frame, and producing a real Senfe 
of his religkus Obligations, a reverential 
Efteem of Things Sacred. And that Alt- 
^eiji Being, who beft knoweth how to 
•fuit the Means to the find., and apply dif- 
, . B ferent 
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fcrcnt Arguments to different Perfons,hath 
lately called the World by an awakening 
Alarm, by a moft dreadful and extenfive 
Earthquake j to try what feeling will do, 
and whether Diftrefs will not bring the 
Prodigal home to bis Father. 

And a Dijlrefi an Earthquake is of the 
mott. formidable Nature. When Heaven 
giveth it a Licenfe to range, it knows no 
Diftindtion : But Prince, Prieft, and Peo- 
ple ; Palaces, Churches, and Cottages, are 
fwept away with promifcuous Defolation. 
— It is a clandejline Battery, not to be 
forefeen, prevented, or avoided. Sudden- 
ly, and without Notice, the Earth opens 
its Mouth } cafting forth the Dead, and 
fwallowing up the Living. — It bereaves 
ihe Sufferers of the common AfHflance of 
Friends and Relations ; the natural Duty 
of Self-prefervation driving them at a Di- 
Hance : Or if they come to our Affiflancc 
perhaps the Wages of their Service is 
Death, and they are crufhed in the pious 
Aft. - - Wide and diffufive is its Rage, 
feizing on Families, Cities, and Provinces ; 

Andi 
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And, big with Implements of Deftrudion, 
it travelleth from one Nation to another ^ 
from one Kingdom to another People : And 
there is no arrefting it in its Progrefs. 

As to the natural Caufes of fuch Shocks 
and Convulfions, we may leave it to Phi- 
lofopherSy either to explain, or to puzzle, 
our Inquiries. Probable Conjeftures and 
Reafons may be formed j attended, how- 
ever, with many Uncertainties and De- 
fedts : But a perfedt Knowledge lies too 
deep for human Refearches. And we 
may reft iatisfied, that an Earthquake, in 
its Caufes, is a Pejiilence that nmilketh in 
Darknefs, while in its Effe^s it dejlr(^etb 
^t Noon-day. 

Much lefs can the ntmoft Stretch of 
Reafon determine, — ^in what Degree Pre- 
parations for Ruin are ftored up in Nature, 
what Trains are laid for Execution, and 
in what Order they lye, in the Dejith of 
the Seas, in the Heavens above, or in the 
Earth beneath j — at what Time, and in 
what Places, any Eruption or Convuliioa 
B2 (hail 
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fhall brealclbrthj how, or where, it fhall 
begin or end. — — Much leis ftiU can the 
united Abilities of Mankind find a Re-' 
medy ngainft an Earthquake, or ftop its 
March, or direft its Motions. 

From thefe Uncertainties and Ob&ur^-; 
ties wp Jiave a plain Leflbn, to turn our 
Eyes and Thoughts upwards^; and, over- 
looking Second Cauies^ to fear and adore 
the Firfi Efficient Cayfe^ the Maker and 
Mover of the World j who, for wife Pur- 
ppfes, hath created thefe Wafiers te dejiroy- 
It was the Will of the Mmighpy, who 
laid the Fbimdations of the Earth, to com- 
fx}fe it of fuch Materials, as (hould either 
confume it in Parcels, or at his appointed 
Time bring on its total Diffolution. In 
the meanwhile, we muft allow his Prero- 
gative to fcnow, and-tofrecribe, in •what 
Manner and Meafur^ in what Ck>untrie6 
and Kingdoms, and at what particulair 
Seafons, his Jnftruments and Pnsparat^qiffi 
fliall exert their Strength : Who, for righ- 
teous ^eafoDs, will let-loofe and inCreafe 
themi or fufpendj diminifli, or annul, 

their 
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their C^euations. AUjj?ftetK in the Breaft. 
of Providence. It is 'Tbou,, Lord,, and 
^hou only, that canji mtike .us to dwell in 
Safety, 

Por a Motive to fuch a firm Dependence 
on whom alone we can depend. Come,, 
and fee what Defolations he hath made in 
the Earth : How (as it were but of Yef- 
terday, aiid before your Eyes) he hath 
made a Way to his Indignation ; ^nd what 
Devaftations have enfued, when he arifetk 
tojhake terribly the Earthy 

Terrible Things hath he Jhewn in his 
Righteoufnefs, and made the uttermofi Parts 
ff the World afraid at his Tokens ; by a 
more exterh^m Earthquake than probably 
was ever yet known j ae if Sea and Land, 
were in a Combination to deflaroy the 
Jivhole Race of Mankind 

Be^^es Accounts contin^ually arriving, 
^e ya^'s,M(|flengers one after another, of 
4iverfe and diftant Cities cruflied, or fwalr 
;jow64. upj w;ith Thculands j^Jid ten Thou- 

fands 
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fands of their Inhabitants buried alive in 
the Ruins ; — what a Speftacle have we 
Both o{ Terror and Compajfion^ in the utter 
Wafte and Defolation of fb many Towns 
and Cities in a neighbouring and well- 
known Kingdom f How, especially, is her 
Motfjer-City laid wafte ; fhe, who like an- 
tient Tyre, had the Harvefl of the River 
for her Revenue ^ and was the Mart ofNa- 
tions ! How is the City of Renown fallen, 
— the Rich, the Populous, — ^the Centre of 
the Commerce of the World ; — and, I 
fear too, the Centre of its worft Vices j — 
certainly of Idolatry, and, its ufual Com- 
panion, Perfecutionf 

And fliall fuch Diftreffes afford no 
Warning to our own Country ? Shall the 
Ocean fwell, and Mountains fhake ; fhall 
we look upon the mangled Carcafles of fo 
many Cities, upon DefoSation all around 
us, and we ourfelves fit unconcerned, 
wrapped up in ftupid Security ? Sure I am 
the Sins of the Nation lye heavy enough 
upon it to fink it into the Earth j are 
a Milljlone about our Necks ^ fufficient to 

drown 
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drown US in the Depth of. the Sea. And 
unlefs this heavy Weight, this Load of 
Iniquity, be removed, there is nothing, 
in Nature, in Reafon, or Divine Juftice, 
to convince us that our own Danger is 
over J or that the Shaking of the Earth once 
more may not prove fatal to our own Coun- 
try. Except we repent we may all likewife 
perijh. The Voice of the Lord in the 
Earthquake fpeaks loud enough, fpeaks 
intelligibly enough, fpeaks clofely enough, 
— to open our Ears to Difcipline j to make 
us hear, and fear, and deal no more pre- 
fumptuoujly ; to call in, and command, 
every Wanderer to his Duty, and the 
Service of his Maker. 

But there is another Voice, which fpeaks 
more pecularly and more diredlly to this 
Nation ; I mean the Sound of a dangerous 
and deftruftive War, And a War is big 
with too many Evils, not to call us to a 
ftill deeper Senfe of Sorrow and Humlid- 
tion. However y«/? may be our Caufe, or 
prosperous the Event j ftill itproduceth fuch 
Ravages and Piunderings, Ruin of Fami- 
lies 
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lies and Cities, painful and dangerous 
Wounds, Lofs of Life or Limb ; To many 
parbarities, and fuch a prodigal Wafte of 
Human Blood, — as muft make all, who 
have any Feelbg of Humanity, lament 
fuch a cruel Neceffity, and fuch dreadful 
Confequences, Nor ought our Apprehen- 
fions to fubfide, while the Safety of the 
Cammunity (in which every Individual is 
involved) hangs in Sufpence, and the Fate 
of the Nation is at Stake : — While we are 
dealing with our iveterate Erlemy, the 
common Difturber of Europe, that bitter 
and hqfty Nation j that imperious and per- 
fidious Nation, ever watching for our 
Ruin ; and which hath long been heating 
their Furnace /even Times hotter with the 
Fuel of Difappointment and Revenge. 
Heaven preferve us from their Malice ! For, 
dreadful even as the Pejiilence was, David 
made it his Choice, rather than fly before 
the Sword of a viftorious Enemy : Becaufi 
it was falling into the Hands of God, and 
not into the Hands of Men. 

r 

Thus have we farther Convidion, that 

this 
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this Jf^orld is not the Place of our Reji. 
Even while the Earth is opening, foi* 
Multitudes, Multitudes, to defcend intd 
it i all the mifchievous Engines of War 
are preparing for Self-murder, for Man to 
deftroy himfelf. As if the Wrath of 
Heaven, and the Raging of the Land 
and Sea, were to be appeafed by the Blood 
of Human Sacrifices : — Or rather, as if 
Ambition were taken for its Pattern thofe 
unnatural Wretches^ who fet Fire with 
their own Hands to the miferable Re- 
mainders of ruin'd Cities ; who plunder, 
and murder, what the Mercy of Earths 
quakes had ipared. 

Here lyeth our Hope and Defence, that 
War is not permitted to range without 
Control, nor is able to exceed the Bounds^ 
of its Commiffion from on High. He, 
who hath the Hearts of Kings in his 
Hand, can eafily difpofe them either to 
hold forth the Olive-branch of Peace, or 
to make mutual Havock of their Subjefts 
and Doniinions ; may either infatuate and 
confound their Devices, or crown them 

C with 
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with Succcfs. To his Righteous Sentence 
therefore rtjuft we appeal. Nor can we 
entertain any well-grounded Hopes of Suc- 
cefs, unlefs we engage Heaven on our 
Side. And how Ihall we engage that, 
without fervent Supplication, and a Reli- 
gious Demeanour ? Without the Divine 
BenediBion the moft vigorous Preparati- 
ons, and beft concerted Meafures, are but 
lojl Labour. 

But whatever be the Event of War ; — 
our Lives, our Habitations, our Earth, 
Hand upon too loofe and rotten a Founda- 
tion to admit of Prefumption. And while 
we have Time, we fhould think of an- 
fwering the Prophet's, Queftion, What hajl 
thou here ? And whom haft thou here ? 
What one Foundation proper either to fet-- 
tle our Confidence, or engrofs our Affec- 
tions, while we fee the whole habitable 
Globe is turned and tojfed like a Ball? 
The Ground on which we tread is under- 
mined, and ready toburft under our Feet. 
'Tis compofed of Materials waiting to 
flame out at the Will of its Maker j and 

the 



the Train is laid for blowing up ; when- 
ever, and wherever, the Breath of the Al- 
mighty like a Stream of Brimjione Jhall 
kindle it. And yet what are we doing ? 
This Ball is the Seat, this the Objea, of 
our Pride, our Avarice, or our Ambition'. 
Here we plant, we build, add Houfe to 
"Houfe,. City to City y and think our Dwel- 
ling-places Jhall continue for ever. On this 
"dirty Spot we raife Armies, fight Battles ; 
pulldown again, ravage and deftroy by 
^re' and Sword. Of this rotten Earth we 
take Handfuls, and call them Inheritances, 
Settlements, Securities, Perpetuities. For 
frnall Portions of this is Mankind in Hurry 
and Proje(St ; we labour and turmoil, we 
lye, we fvi^ear, we forfwear, we cheat, 
we fteal, we pillage, we murder ; — we 
even barter away Eternity, the immortal 
Soul, fpr a Trifle, for a Toy. 

But furely, if Man has any Title to his 
boafted Faculty of Reafon; if any of us 
pay any Regard to Intereft, Confcience, or 
common Senfe ; we fhall think it high 
TJrne to come to a better Mind ; to form 
C 2 fincere 
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iinccre Rdblutions of Amendment, fudi 
as will be followed by adual Performan- 
ces : — ^no longer dare to violate all the 
Suggeftions of Rcafon, all the Rules of 
Morality and Religion ; and {o notrloufly 
aiufe this World, the Stage of our Trial ; 
the Care of which is committed to our 
Truft, whereof we muft 7oo« give an Ac- 
count ; of whofe Decay and Tendency to 
a Diflblution, Heaven once, and twice, and 
almoft every Day, hath Jpoken ; and gi- 
ven fuch terrifying, and therefore merciful ^ 
Warning. 

And now, Lord, what is our Hope f 
Truly our Hope is e-ven in thee. And that 
fuch may be our Truft under the prefent 
Circumftances, I fhall offer a few Con- 
fiderations both for Comfort znd IhJiruSiion, 

As Firft ; That Men may not be terri- 
fied out of their Senfes, as if either the 
Enemy were coming to take away our Place 
and Nation, or that the End of the World 
and finaljudgmentwereimmediately com- 
ing upon us J — it will appear to every 

dill- 
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diligent Obferver of Scripture^ that mcked 
and Idolatrous Nations are principally 
marked out as the Objed:s of judicial Pu- 
nifhment, and even DeftruSlion by Fire, 
\ fpeak not now of Nations, or particular 
Perfons, wicked and profligate in other 
Relpedls, (every Soul of which God will 
one Day judge according to their Works) 
but I fpeak of Nations, as they are the 
Land of graven Images ^ and are mad upon 
their Idols j which are the Rejidence ajid 
Support of Idolatrous Worfoip j where the 
Public ProfeJJion of Religion is fundamen- 
tally oppojite to the DocSrine and Kingdom 
of Chrijl ; where the Worfhip of the true 
Gody and the Merits of a Redeemer, are 
turned out of Doors, to make Room for 
Idols. Without recurring to the Oldfefta- 
menfy where we find Idolatry to be the 
Capital Crime, and drawing Divine Ven- 
geance both on Jews and Heathens ; we 
need only confult the Revelations of St. 
John i which contain a Prophecy of the 
feveral Great Events of the Church, from 
the Time of his Fifions till Time iikl? Jhalj 
be no more. During the Procefs of thefe 

Events, 
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Events, we read in one Place (Cfa. ix. 20.) 

The reft of the Men^ who were not killed^ 
yet repented not of the Works of their 
Hands, that they Jkould not worjhip Devils^ 
and Idols of Gold and Silver, of Brafs and 
Stone, a::d of Wood. In r-nother (Ch. xi. 
13.) There teas a great Earthquake^ and 
in the Earthquake were Jlain of Men Seven 
Thoufand; and the Remnant were affright- 
ed^ and gave Glory to God. And God 
grant this may be our Cafe, and of the 
Nations about us ! In a Third, (Ch. xvi, 
17.) — ^which we may prefume is yet to 
come, '7';6tf Seventh ^ and kft Angel poured 
cut his 'Vial into the Air ; — and there was 
a great Earthquake, fuch as was not f nee 
Men w^re upon the Earth, fo mighty an 
Earthquake and fo great. Immediately is 
added. Great Babylon {Rome Papal) came 
'in Remembrance before God. And in the 
following Chapters we have' a pompous 
Account, how this Mother of Harlots and 
Abominatiojis, Jhe who was drunken with 
the Blood of the Saints, Jhe by whofe Sorce- 
ries all Nations had been deceived, is utter- 
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iy burnfmth Fire. After which fucceedi 
a new Heaven and a Jiew Earth, 6cc. 

And if thefe Prophecies may be thought 
of doubtful Interpretation, as to the Time, 
the Places, or the Perfons concerned ; flill 
it muft be'obferved, that the Crime is evi- 
dently an Idolatrous Worjhip, attended with 
Blood-thirlly Pfry^f «//(?«. Juftly therefore, 
in the Form appointed for this Solemnity, 
is a Prayer inferted for all Reformd Pro- 
tejiant Churches, as well as for the parti- 
cular P'refervation of this Nation. And, 
I humbly truft, a good Providence, which 
hath hitherto delivered us, will ftill delii- 
ver and protedl this Bulwark of the Refor- 
mation, the Chief Support of the Prote^ 
jiant Religion. 

Again, the feveral Devaflations brought 
upon the Earth are to be confidered as fo 
.many Preparatiofis, that make Way for 
.the compleat Eflabliihment of the Glorious 
Kingdom of our Lord; both in this World 
and a better. The Sacred Writings jfrcr 
quently admonifh us of great Commotions 

in 
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in Nations, and Difturbances in Nature j 
and thofe not merely as Signs, but as ne» 
ixS^y IntroduSiions, of thofe happy Days. 
Our Lord muji reign, bring hii J^nehiies 
under his Feet, by making all Oppofition 
to fall before him. So that all Things, all 
Difpenlations, however terrible in Ap- 
pearance, will work together for Good to 
them that love God ; and be deemed Pro- 
pitious by thofe, who wait for the Mani- 
fejlation of bis Kingdom. 

When our Saviour (who hath interwo- 
ven his Prediftions of the Deftruftion of 
fudaa, with the Signs of the Lajl Day) 
foretold upon the Earth Dijlrefs of Nations, 
with Perplexity, the Sea and the Waves 
roaring j Mens Hearts failing them for 
"Fear, and for looking after thofe Things 
which are cqming upon the Earth ; when 
he foretold Wars, and Rumours of Wars, 
and Earthquakes in diverfe Places, he ad- 
ded likewife this Encouragement and Con- 
folation to his faithful Followers, Be ye not 
troubled ; look up, and lift up your Heads ; 
for the Time of your Redemption drawefb 

nigh. 
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nlgb. Under fuch Diftrefles arid Defolatl- 
ons, 'tis indeed fcarce poffible but the he/i 
#f Men muftbe liable to fome Mifgivingi 
and Forebodings of Heart. But when a 
little Time is taken for due Conjideraticn, 
they will fee and feel, that thefe Events 
are fo many Signs and Proofs of the Divine 
Veracity, Wifdom, Juftice, and even Mer- 
cy. God will be underftood, in his moft 
awful and tremendous Works, as calling 
forth our Reliance and Truft in him j as 
fetting a Fence about our Duty, placing a 
Guard upon our Salvation, and bringing 
it nearer in View for a ftronger Objeft of 
Defire. 

To whatever Miferies and Dlftra^tions 
we are fubjedt in this State of Corruption, 
or to whatever terrible Apprehenfions of 
the Frame of the Earth being ready to be 
dlflblvedj St. Paul in a noble Faflage {Rom. 
viii. 19. — ) hath fet this great Event in a 
true and joyful Light, 'the earneft Expec- 
tation of the Creature (the vehement De- 
fire of the whole Creation) ivaiteth for the 
Manifeftation of the Sons ofG6d.^^lt was 
D made 



[ ^6 1 

tAadefi^eei to Vanity ^-^ in hope of being 
delivered from the Bondage of Corruption 
into the glorious LibeHy of the Children of 
God. For we knffw that the whole Crea- 
tion groamtb and tfavaileth in Pain toge* 
tber until now. And not only they, but 
our felves alfoy who have the Firji-Fruits 
of the Spirit, grown within our felves , wait- 
ing for the Adoption, the Redemption of 
our Bodies. You fee all Nature is here re- 
prefented as in the Pangs of Labour, and 
waiting for a haf^ Delivery : And the 
Struggles and Convulfions in the Bowels 
of the Earth are but fb many Provjjions, in 
the Order of God and Nature, Jor celebra- 
ting the Birth-day of a new World. 

St. Peter (II. Epift. Ch. 3.) in his mag- 
nificent Defcription of the lajl Agonies of 
the World by the general Conflagration 
hath taught us that it was ordained for 
the fame Purpofe, the iaxc\& final Caufe; 
the neceflary IntroduSlion, the Way of En- 
trance, into our Lord's Kingdom. Which, 
however dreadful to the Vicious and Un- 
prepared, affords the moft folid Comfort 

to 
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to tvttf fincere and pious Chrijiian. Thi 
Heavens tmd the Earthy which now are- 
arehpt in Siore, referved unfo Fire agoing 
the Day of Judgment , and Perdition of 
ungodly Men. — But neverthekfs^ tve (all 
true Belivers,) according to God's Tromife^ 
expi£i new Heaverti and a new Earth, 
wherein dweikth Righieoujhefs. 

Such are the Declarations and AflUrah- 
ces, which a Faithful Creator md Graci- 
ous Redeemer have provided for every good 
Chriftian, for Ericoufagement and S appoint, 
under the otherw^ife moft tremendous 
Events. Nor need v^^e afk. If the Foun- 
dations be cafl down, whatfhall the Right- 
eous ^ ? How fhail he be preferved in the 
common Ruin of all Things, when the 
whole habitable Globe ihall be melted iii- 
to a liquid Fire ? — The Divine Promife is 
an infallible Secuiity. And we have full 
Proof of God's Power , by an Inftance' of 
UlCiQ fame Nature, in the Prophet \Da««/ 
(Ch. iii.) where three Eminent Perfons, 
for refufing to comply with- an Idolatrous 
Wffffhip^ were (kifiinto a iurrar^fkryFur- 
D 2 nacs. 
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nace. But as the Form of one like the Son 
of God came among them j the Fire had no 
Power over their Bodies, nor was a Hair 
of their Headjinged, nor had the Smell of 
Fire pajfed on them. 

And that this will be verified in Faft 
at the End of the World, we are aflured, 
by the exprefs Word of St. Paul (I. Iheffl 
iv. 17.' — ) We (all good Chriflians) who 
are alive ^ and remain unto the Cording of 
the Lordy Jhall be caught up in the Clouds^ 
to meet the Lord in the Mr : and fo Jhall 
toe ever be with the Lord, 

I doubt I may exceed the ufual Limits 

of a Difcourfe. But, on a folemn Day of 

Fajiing and Humiliation, you will bear 

with me, while I offer a few Words by 

way of InfiruSlion, fuitable to the prefent, 

and on feveral Accounts critical. Situation . 

» 

with refpe^S to the Public, and Private 
Perfons, 

And firft : jExperience is fufEcient Proof 
wh^t Care th? P^ffhnf of Men, and the 

Spirit 
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Spirit of Princes, will take, in fulfilling 
that Part of our Lord's Prophecy, which 
foretold Wars, and Humours of Wars. 
And this being a Point, which immedi- 
ately and fenfibly toucheth our felves ; 
and as we fee the Fate of the Nation 
weighing in the Balance ; it behoveth us 
to take efFedtual Care, that we be not 
found wanting ; and to confider well, whe- 
ther our Vices are not numerous, and hea- 
vy enough, to turn the Scale againft us, 
and bring Defolation upon our Country. 
And therefore Intereji, Duty, and Public 
yiuthority^ jointly conftrain us to throw 
our felves at the Feet of the Almighty, and 
beg a '• Bleffing upon his Majefty's Fleets 
" and Armies," and that Iniquity may not 
be our Ruin. And becaufe Prayer for Di- 
vine Affiance always fuppofeth our own 
beft Endeavours ; every Perfon, in his re-r 
^edtive Rank and Station, is indifpenfibly 
obliged to contribute what lyes in his 
Power, towards the Advancement of true 
Religion and Virtue, the Safety, Honour, 
and Welfare of our Sovereign, and his 
Kingdoms j and without any Kind or De- 
gree 
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gree of Difloyaity or Difaffeftlon, to Obey 
and Honour the Defender of the Faith ; the 
Principd Defender upon the Face of the 
Earth of the Protejiant^ tliat is, the Chri- 
fiian^ Faith j though it may not be as yet 
arrived to a State of Purify and FerfeSiion. 
A different Behaviour is but promoting 
the Intereft of the Great Apoftafj. Nor 
can l€ver think othcrwife oi^nj Attempts y 
or DeJignSy tojubvertand alter the Govern- 
ment, but as fo many Steps towards Idola- 
try, fo many Blows at the RefortHatidn, 
and Advances towards the Worjkip <jf 
•wooden Gods, and wic^d Saints^ 

Secondly ; with R^rd to the Accom- 
jjlifhment of other Parts of your Lord's 
PrediBionSy Eafthquaket in diverfe PUtc^y 
the Sea and the Waves roaring, 6cc.— ^ 
Thefe, you are to confider, lye wholly at 
.the Will and Difpqfition of Providence. 
There is no faying Peace and Safety to 
our felves, or putting any Stop to the Fort- 
runners of the Lof-d's Coming ; becaufe no 
Mortal can fay to an Earthquake, hitherto 
Jbalt thou come, and no farther , or to Ae 

Sea, 
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Sea, herijhall thy proud Waves he, ftayeA. 
He alone, who hath given them their Com- 
tnijjm, hath any Right or Ppwer to fix 
their Bounds. And though he hath often 
brought fuch Defolations upon Earth j yet 
within our own Memory, and in our own 
Days, they come thicker and fafter, with 
greater Violence, and in a more extenfive 
Manner j— as fo many Tokens portending 
a nearer Devajiatkn of the whoje Earth, 
and Day of Judgment to enfue. Accord- 
ingly thefe Difpeniations require our in- 
,tire Submiflion to iheWillof Heaven ;■— 
an unihaken Belief of the GoJ^el ; — a 
thankful Heart for having received thefe 
Warnings ; — and a cbnftant Endeavour 
Xofirengthen the Things that remain. We 
are however to bear in Mind, that it lycth 
out of thei Reach of Hut^an Forefight:^ndL 
Sagacity to difcover at what Diflinnct ^ 
End of all Things may be ; the precijk 
Time of that Day and Hour knowoth no 
Man. Nor ought any one, from any ca- 
lamitous Appearances, p-cfume \Qprephe_^^ 
or haftily to conclude, that the Great Day 
of Doom is inftantly and immei^ateiy com- 
ing 
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ing. [We have Prophefies and Prmifis 
in Scripture of a purer State of Religion 
than the World hath yet known ; by the 
Deftrudion of the Seat cA Anti-Chriji^xht 
Reftoration of the JewSy and full Calling 
of the Gentiles; which forbid all rafh 
and hafty Determinations, before all thefe 
Things Jhall be fulfilled. By what Means 
indeed fuch a happy Alteration fliall be 
efFedted j and whether fuddenly or more 
gradually y or even upon this Earth in its 
prefent Condition j — this is one of the 
Secrets belonging to the Lord; who hath 
many Ways, unfearchablc to us, of bring- 
ing his Purpofes to pafs.] The Affairs 
therefore of the World mufi go on : Men 
muft attend the Bufinefs of their refpeftivc 
Stations and Jmployments. Duty to our 
Families y and the Nature oi Society y re- 
quire this at our Hands. And it is eafy to 
conceive what Variety of Dijireffes and 
Confufions muft follow, fliould any wild 
Notion of Chriji's coming immediately to 
Judgment fo far prevail, as to put a St(^ 
to our common Bufinefs and Occupations. 
Without thefe cannot a City be inhabited ; 

and 
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and all the necelTary Provifions for Life 
arid Raiment muft fail. Wherefore the 
farne Apjlk^ who hath told us the Time 
is Party hath likewife enjoined -every one 
to abide in hii Calling. But withal a ftrift 
Regatd to Uonefiy^ a fteady Principle of 
Integrity, muft indifpenfably be obferved 
in all our Dealings ; — and Jo much the 
more, as nioifee the Day approaching. 

Laftly ; Seeing there is rio Part of this 
material JForld that can fland the Shock 
t)f fo many Enemies ordained for its De~ 
JiruMion ; and we can form no probable 
Conjedlure how foon we may fall a Sacri- 
Jice to any of them j — 'tis of the utmoft 
Neceflity, unlefs we haye loft our Under- 
ftanding, that we provide a Refuge in the 
Ban^uary of tleaven^ by a firpi and infe- 
parable Adherence to true Religion and 
Virtue i which amidft the Ruins and Con- 
fufions of ^Tature ftand fixed and immove- 
able upon their own Bottom, and have 
the Rock of Agii engaged for their Pro- 
■tdSion. 

E After 
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Alter God's late Vifitation, and fending 
abroad his Judgments upon Earth, little 
will it avail us merely to make it a ihud- 
deringTo//<: of Converfation^ — how Trade 
will be affedted, — what caufeth an Earth- 
quake, &c. Light and empty will be our 
Humiliation, in going gravely and foberly 
through the Ceremony of a Day, or feeling 
{ome Port Fit of Piety and Devotion. It 
muft reach to" the Heart and Soul, and 
make a ftrong and lofting Imprefjion there ; 
fuch as will effeftually fecure the One 
Thing Valuable, the One Thing Necejfary^ 

For however the frail Tenement of our 
Bodies, however the JBartb, with all its 
Lumber and Moveables, may be of fhort 
Duration, and little Value ; yet in their 
Vfe and Confequences they become oi Infi- 
. nite Importance ; as they reach through all 
the Depths "of JS^^rwVy, and our Behavi- 
our here fhall determine our Condition 
for ever. 

'Tis Matter of flight Moment, whether 
we dye a Natural^ or a Violent Death ; 

whethcx 
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whether we expire in our Beds, or fall by 
the Sword ^ or are fwallowed by an Earth- 
quake , or are referved for the Great Confla- 
gration. The only real Point of Importance 
is, whether we are preparing our felves for 
a Perpetuity of Happinefs, or a Perpetuity 
ofMifery. Nor is the Cafe alter' d^wheihtt 
we come to our End To-day\ or 'To-mor- 
row ; whether final Judgment overtake us 
this Year, or a Thoufand Years hence. 
Sooner, or later, all muft come to pafs. 
But for ought we know, the Judge of all 
the Earth may even now be bringing Ju- 
jlice to mr Doors. The World itfelf muft 
die^ as well as its Inhahitants. It dif- 
covereth daily more, and more apparent, 
Marks oiOld-Age^vj)!^ felf-evident Proofs 
of a Jhattered Conflitution. And, what 
particularly lays Claim to the Attention of 
Believers, our Lord's PrediSiions, and the 
~Signs of his Coming, feem to be gatliering 
about us, and haftening into Accomplijh- 
ment. And yet there^ fomething within 
ourfehes move perilous, more to ht feared, 
than any the moft amazing Prodigies 
throughout the World ; and that is, — the 
E 2 heavy 
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heavy Sum of National Wickednefs^ which, 
feems almoft to demand Payment at the 
Ila .d' of God. With what a Torrent of 
Profane Cdibs andCurfes, and Bla/phemies, 
Drunkennefs and DciaucherieSj Injuftice 
and Dijhonejiy^ Scoffing and Infidelity ^ J»- 
moralities and Lnpietiei of all Kindt and 
Degrees^ are our Streets and Habitations 
over-run ? How fearful a Thing is it, in 
fuch Circumftances, to fall into the Hands 
of the Living God? And how melancholy 
our Profped, unlefs the Prayers and Lives 
of Good Perfbns prevail for a Bleffing^ 
and be accepted as a Counter -balance tp 
the Weight of our Iniquities? 

On all Accounts, then. He that is Righ>- 
teous, let him be Bigbteous flill i ,and he 
that is Holy, Jet him be Holyjlill. His con- 
ftant and uniliaken Perfeverance in Duty, 
befidcs proving him the befl Friend to his 
Country^ will be his Anchor and Stay, g- 
midft all the Commotions and Diftrai^ipus 
that furround him. The moft violent 
Shocks in Nature will ferve io Jirengthen 
and confirm his Faith; as well as bring 

forward 
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forward his Reward. But we ad,r^pni(h, 
we hope, and pray, tli*t he that is Vnjufi^ 
wlltiotbe XJnjj^JiUli nor he that is Fil- 
thy, be Filthy Jim i left he fliould be j;iye;j 
up to a Judicial Hardnefs. For a jVIan 
muft have the Heart of Fharaph, when he 
refufeth to be :p3ft?ned and reformed, nor 
mil let his ^ins^Oy wh^ Go4\s repe^tei, 
Judgmenfs are upon him. But as nothing 
within -the Compp/s of the TJniverfi can 
pofliblybe of jsqual Qonpernment to any 
Mortal, as the everlafting State of j^^s 
^oul i fo nQthing poffibly can eguaj tijie 
^o/ijir^f, abandoning it tojinal J^ry,&iotb 
^d the Profligate ;^uft remember, that 
}Iea'uen is waiting in nothing for ^is Scr 
purity. Th? ^^rp^tual Jf^aruif^s of a kind 
Father y the JanStifying Grace pf the SpL 
fity the Jionemenf of a S^vi(w, all joint- 
ly call upon him fpr Repevtance and <4^ 
mendment ; to malce his Peac^ with Hea- 
^f2, before ^e he fii^che^ kfince, and be 
^0 morje/een cr-'-No m^re feen^ till he ap? 
pear at the Bar of Judgment. 

Could 



[38 ] 

Could we but Bring ourfelves to fuch a 
Sttmiton, we (hould not be afraid of any 
evil Tidings. Then the Voice of the Lord 
in the Earthquake 'would be a glorious 
Voice. The Sword itfelf would prove a 
tuTercy,. Then fVars may rage, Nations 
may lie in Ruins, and Empires be torn 
from their Foundations ; the Pillars of the 
Earth may tremble, and our tVorldhc bat- 
ter *d about our Ears : Bm God's Promife 
of a Kingdom that cannot be Jhaken will 
remain faithful and true. For thus faith 
t!he Pn^het .(Ifa. li. 6.) Liff iip.your Eyes 
to the Heavens y and look upon the E(irth 
beneath. For the Heavens Jhall vanip> 
away like Smoke ^ and the Earth Jhall -wan 
eld as a Garment^ and they that dwetl 
therein Jhall Se in like Mariner : But my 
Salvation Jhall be for ever, and my Right ^ 
eottfnefs Jhall not be abdijhed. 

This is the Way to Security, and therfe 
is no other. And here is the Mind that 
hath Wijdom. i 

SL Peter, in Words full of comfortable 
Doi^rine, and found Advice, fhall draw 

n^y 
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my Conclufion. (Adls iji. 19. — ) Re- 
pent ye therefore, and be converted; that 
your Sins may be blotted out, when the 
Times of Refrejhing Jhall come from the 
Prefence of the Lord j and he Jhall fend 
fefus Chrijl, who before was preached unto 
you : whom the Heavens muft receive until 
the Times of the Rejiitution of all Things ; 
which God hathjpoken by the Mouth of all 
his Holy "Prophets fince the World began. 

For which happy Times God fit and 
preferve us all. 



THE END. 
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